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OBJECTIVES

« New » infectious diseases must be recognized

Integrate clinical information* in order to
formulate a differential diagnosis even for non-
specific signs




Integrate clinical information*

Of particular importance in infectious
diseases:

& Geographical origin of patient
% History of travel
& Type of work
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Emerging Infectious Diseases

Incidence has increased in the last 20 years
Newly identified organism: SARS, HIV
Change or evol of existing organism: Influenza

Spread to new geographic area: West Nile virus,
| 29310) .\

Newly recognized in area ecologically change
(urbanization): Lyme’s

: Work in hospltals, in anlmal




Ontario's West Nile virus count surges, with
82 confirmed or probable cases
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West Nile virus reported in at least five
provinces as U.S. struggles with huge
outbreak of the mosquito-borne virus
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TORONTO STAR

Mystery Bug Shuts
Hospital Emergency Room

Janice Mawhinney and Philip Mascoll, Staf Reporters

The emergency room at Scarborough Grace
Hospital was temporarily closed to all new
pauents yesterday in the wake of an outbreak of
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome.

The closing was part of an effort “to continue to
| contain SARS symptoms,” said public affairs
director Adrienne Jackson, who also cited
ongoing patient care as a factor in the decision
Ambulances will be rerouted to other ERs
during the closure

The hospital was the first in the city to admit a patient suffering
from SARS, a pneumonia-type illness that has claimed the lives
of three Toronto residents. At the moment, the hospital has no
suspected cases.

However, public health officials are monitoring a new cluster of
some 12 people who appear to be showing symptoms of the
disease, many being treated in voluntary isolation in several
unspecified GTA hospitals.

Dr. Colin D’Cunha, Ontario’s commissioner of public health, had
little to tell a Toronto news conference about the cluster yesterday,
other than to say it had been identified and was being monitored.

City of Toromto

SARS may be suspected in a patient who
has:

Any of the symptoms, including a fever of
38 °C (100 °F) or higher, and

Either a history of:

Contact (sexual or casual, including |
tattoos) with someone with a diagnosis of
SARS within the last 10 days OR

Travel to any of the regions identified by
the World Health Organization (WHO) as
areas with recent local transmission of

SARS (affected regions as of 10 May 2003
were parts of China, Hong Kong,
Singapore and the town of Geraldton,




Biodiversity: the extinction of species is
responsible for certain human diseases

According to a stydy published in the
prestigious journal Nature

Resistentspeciesthat live close tohumans
areresponsiblel /£ OE AncréageO O O 6

To better understand this phenomenon lets
seein detail the exampleof thetic . Ticsfeed
of the healthy opossumblood but also of the
infected white footed mice, carriers ofLyme
disease







